
 

Spring • Lesson 5The Lame Man Walks

• When was a time of great need in your life? How was the need met?

• When was a time you met a need in someone else’s life?

Peter and John did not have money to offer the lame man described in Acts 3, but they did have
the ability to offer something even better: a new life through Jesus Christ. You are limited as
well in the material offerings you can give people in need. But you also know the Life-Giver that
others need. Let God use you to bring help to others. Let Him work through you as you teach
young children.

Goals for each child
Demonstrate what the lame man
did after God made his legs strong
and well

Name ways to obey God by helping
others

Help others in class

Who? 
Lame man, Peter, John, crowd of people

What? 
Peter and John obeyed God by helping a
lame man, and God made the man’s legs
strong and well (Acts 3:1-16)

When & Where?
In the days when the believers were first
meeting together, in Jerusalem

Why? 
To help children see opportunities to help
people in need

Teacher Challenge
Read Acts 3:1-16. 

How can this story make a 
difference in your own life 
and in the lives of the children
you teach?

Imagine being a Bible-times
person who is unable to walk.
To stay alive, you must beg for
money. Crowds of people pass
you; you crane your neck, strug-
gling to catch the eye of some-
one who’ll give you a few coins.
But mostly you see legs—legs
that rush, hop, skip or wad-
dle—legs that work. You have a
great need, but you are power-
less to meet it on your own. 
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Bible Verse 
“Hear the word of God 

and obey it.”
Luke 11:28
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Prepare Spring • Lesson 5

Game Center 
Play a kicking game and talk about the
man in the Bible story whose feet did
not work
Materials: Bible, several balloons

Music Center 
Move to music and demonstrate the
lame man’s actions after God made his
legs well 
Materials: Bible, Preschool Music #1 CD
and player

Art Center 
Create books about ways to help others
Materials: Bible, card stock, scissors,
tape, markers

Science Center 
Experiment with sounds and talk about
ways to obey God by helping others
Materials: Bible, a variety of items that
make noise, audio recorder

Check off one 
or more options for 

each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: Several classroom objects,
towel

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible, Bible Verse Poster 2
from Visual Resources

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player

Prayer 
Materials: None

Puppet Time 
Materials: Daffodil puppet, photograph

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 24-27 from 
Visual Resources, small  bowl with coins
in it, flannel board

1 Play to Learn
20 to 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 to 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 5 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, crayons or markers

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time 
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Game Center
Collect
Bible, several balloons.

Prepare
Blow up and tie several balloons.

Do
Children stand in a circle. Toss a balloon into the middle of the circle.
Children hold their hands behind their backs and use their feet to

kick the balloon to each other.
Use extra balloons to replace bal-
loon if it pops during the game. 

Teaching Tip
If children kick the balloon
too hard, widen the
circle.

Music Center
Collect
Bible, Preschool Music #1 CD and player.

Do
Children practice using their legs as they follow the movements sug-
gested in “In and Out Again” (track 17) and “The Wiggle Song” (track
18) on CD. Talk with children about the lame man in the Bible story.

Teaching Tip
Start and stop the music from
time to time, instructing children
to freeze in place whenever the
music stops.

Play to Learn Spring • Lesson 5

Kindergarten Challenge
Children kick several balloons to
each other at the same time. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Children take turns leading 
others to do motions along 

with the music.

Talk About
• Today in our Bible story, a
man’s legs were crippled. He

couldn’t walk or kick or jump at all.
One of Jesus’ friends helped this man.

God made the man’s legs well. The man
jumped and hopped and thanked God!

• Open your Bible to Luke 11:28. The Bible says,
“Hear the word of God and obey it.” God’s Word
tells us to help others. That’s just what Jesus’
friend did. 

• Who is someone in your family you can help?
How? 

• Savanah, I saw you give Brandon a turn to
play. You helped him and did what

God’s Word, the Bible, says to do.

Bible Story Activities
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Play to Learn

Kindergarten Challenge
Children dictate a sentence
about helping. Print child’s 
sentence on same paper as his 
or her drawing of a way to help. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Invite children to try playing

their noisemakers in order
from soft to loud, in a soft-

loud pattern or in a more 
complicated pattern (soft-
loud-soft-soft-loud, etc.).

Art Center
Collect
Bible, card stock, scissors, tape, markers.

Prepare
For each child, cut three half sheets of card stock and tape them 
together to make an accordion–fold book. 

Do
Give each child a book you prepared. On
one sheet, children draw pictures of
themselves and print their names on
their papers. On another sheet, children
draw someone they can help. Assist chil-
dren in writing the name of the person
they have drawn. On the last sheet, chil-
dren draw a way they can obey God
by helping that person. 

Science Center
Collect
Bible, a variety of items that make noise
(rhythm instruments, shakers, sticks, etc.),
audio recorder (on cell phone, digital cam-
era or laptop computer).

Do
Children play noisemakers and experiment
with the sounds they make. Then each
child chooses one item to play while you
record the sound the item makes. Children
listen to the recording and identify each
item by its sound.

Teaching Tip
Look for times when a child helps another: picks up

something that has fallen, shares an instrument,
etc. Comment on the child’s helping action.

Spring • Lesson 5Bible Verse Activities

Talk About
• Point to Luke 11:28 in your
open Bible. The Bible says, “Hear

the word of God and obey it.” One
way we can obey God’s Word is to help

each other. 

• Mari, who helped you have breakfast this
morning? I’m glad your mom and big sister
helped you today. 

• Hosea, when have you had a friend come to your
house to play? What did you play? How did you
help each other? 

• Let’s ask God to help us remember to obey His
Word and help others. Lead children in a

brief prayer.
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Collect
Bible, Bible Verse Poster 2 and Figures 24-27 from Visual Resources,
Preschool Music #1 CD and player, Daffodil puppet, several classroom
objects (block, crayon, glue, scissors, marker, etc.), towel, photograph,
small bowl with coins in it, flannel board; optional—God’s Story for
Me Bible storybook.

Prepare
Place classroom objects on table or floor. 

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children come to the area. Invite children
to look at classroom objects. After 10 to 20 seconds, cover objects
with towel. What objects are under the towel? As children name
objects, count them together. Repeat activity as time permits. How
can we obey God when we use one of these objects?

Bible Verse
Show Bible Verse Poster 2. What do you
think these children hear? Open Bible
to Luke 11:28. The Bible says, “Hear
the word of God and obey it.” Repeat
Bible verse with children several times,
guiding children to do simple motions for
different words of the verse: put hand be-
hind ear for “hear,” hands out like a book
for “the word of God,” nod head yes for
“obey it.”

Kindergarten Challenge
Divide group in half. Lead one half of the
group to say and do motions for “Hear the
word of God” and the other half to say
and do motion for “and obey it.”

Song
Let’s sing our Bible verse! Play “Hear
the Word” (track 9 on CD) several
times, inviting children to sing along
with you and do the actions mentioned
in the song. 

Prayer
One way I obey God’s Word is by
helping my friend clean up her
house. You can help your friends,
too. Lead children in prayer. Dear God,
thank You for Your Word, the Bible. We love You. Please help
us obey You by helping others. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Children name people they can help. Print the names on a sheet of
paper. Children tell what letter each name starts with.

Puppet Time
Use Daffodil puppet and photograph to perform the puppet script
on the last page of this lesson. 

Bible Story
Use small bowl with coins in it and Figures 24-27 to help tell the Bible
story on the next page.

Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 5Large-Group Time

Spring • Bible Verse Poster 2

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

“Hear the word of
God and obey it.” 

Luke 11:28

“Hear the word of
God and obey it.” 

Luke 11:28
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Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 5The Lame Man Walks
Acts 3:1-16

Introduction
Give coins to several volunteers. In Bible times, people who were
poor often asked for help by holding out a bowl for others to
put coins in. Show bowl and invite the volunteers to put coins into
the bowl. Listen to hear what kind of help a lame man received.
(Hold Bible open to Acts 3 as you tell the story.)

A Lame Man
The Temple was the place where many people went to pray and learn
about God. Near the gate of the big Temple sat a man who had never
been able to walk. His legs were lame. That means his legs didn’t work
at all. He couldn’t jump or run or even walk a little bit. Every day this
man’s friends carried him up the hill to sit by the Temple gate. Some
people who came to the Temple gave the man money so that he could
buy food and clothes.

Peter and John
One day Jesus’ friends Peter and John
walked up the hill to the Temple. Near the
Temple gate Peter and John heard some-
one calling, “Will you please give me some
money?” They stopped. They saw the lame
man sitting on the ground.

Peter and John knew that God’s Word said
to help others. They wanted to help
this man who could not walk.
“Look at us!” Peter said. The

lame man looked up. He thought that Peter was
going to give him some money.

“I have no money,” Peter said, “but what I do have, I will give to you.”
In the name of Jesus Christ, stand up and walk!” Peter took hold of
the man’s hand and pulled the man to his feet. 

A Happy Man
Suddenly the lame man’s feet and legs became strong! God had made
the man’s legs well! The man stood up. He began to walk! Then he
began to skip and jump and hop! And RUN! He was so happy! The
happy man thanked Peter and John for helping him. He went into
the Temple with them. The man told everyone what had happened.
And the man thanked God over and over again for making his feet
and legs better!

Amazed People
Many people gathered around them to look at the man who was
jumping and praising God. “Isn’t this the lame man who sat by the
Temple gate?” the amazed people began to ask each other. “How can
it be? He’s walking now!” 

Peter said to the people, “Why are you surprised that this man can
walk? We are not the ones who made him walk. It was Jesus! Jesus
made this man’s feet and legs strong.” Peter told the people about
Jesus. That day many people believed that Jesus is God’s Son and
then they loved Jesus, too!

Conclusion
The lame man was so glad that Peter and

John had obeyed God’s Word and
helped him. We can obey God’s Word

and help others, too. The Bible
says, “Hear the word of God and

obey it.” (Optional: Review story
by using pages 450-453 in God’s
Story for Me Bible storybook.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

As you tell the Bible story, invite children to act
out the lame man’s actions. Children scoot without

using their legs at the beginning of the story. As you
talk about the man begging at the Temple, give each child

a cup to hold and drop a penny into each child’s cup. Then
help each child stand up and lead them in running and jump-
ing around in a circle.

38
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Talk to Learn Spring • Lesson 5

Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions, and give the papers to
children to take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite

children to sing along as they lis-
ten to “Hear the Word” (track 9),

“Come On In!” (track 1) and/or
“Wave Good-Bye” (track 14) on

Preschool Music #1 CD.
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TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 5 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, crayons or markers.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and demonstrate how 
to complete the page. Distrib-
ute sticker pages and crayons
or markers. As children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Verse Game
Collect
Bible. 

Do
The Bible tells us, “Hear the
word of God and obey it.” We
can obey the instructions we
read in God’s Word, the Bible.
Let’s play a game where we
practice obeying. Lead children
to play Simon Says. Simon says,
“Put your hands on your head.” Children follow your directions.
Continue activity with other directions, occasionally omitting the
words “Simon says.” Even if a child still follows your direction when
you don’t say “Simon says,” he or she continues to play the game.

Add stickers to finish the comic 
strip and retell the Bible story.

Spring • Lesson 5 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Let’s talk!What did Peter and John do to obey God’s Word? We can obey God’s Word and help others, too.
Luke

11:2
8

Look at the pictures of the things we can use to help others. 
Draw lines to connect the matching pictures. 

 “Hear the word of God and obey it.” 

Let’s talk!
Helping is a way to 
obey God’s Word, the 
Bible. Who helps you? 
Who can you help?

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Draw a picture of a way you 
can help someone this week.

Great!

Talk About
• What did the lame man ask
Peter and John to give him? What

did Peter say? What did Peter do?

• Who made the man’s legs strong? What did
the man do when his legs were made strong?

• The Bible says, “Hear the word of God and obey
it.” One way to obey God’s Word is to help others.
God’s Word is the Bible. 

• When someone spills a drink, what can you do to
help? When someone is sick, what can you do to
help?

• Joshua, who can you help in our room
today? Who can you help in your neigh-

borhood?
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Puppet Script Spring • Lesson 5

Swimming Lessons
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Daffodil: (Speaks excitedly.) Did you hear it? 

Leader: Hear what? 

Daffodil: The news.

Leader: What news? 

Daffodil: (Looks at LEADER for a moment.) You didn’t hear, did you?

Leader: (Shakes head.) I guess not. Do you want to tell me? 

Daffodil: (Sighs.) Yes. (Gets excited.) It’s really good news! 

Leader: Okay—  

Daffodil: (Interrupts.) I get to be a helper!

Leader: Wow! Being a helper is a really great thing. What are you
going to do as a helper?

Daffodil: Well, my aunt Bonnie has a nest full of baby ducks. 

Leader: Oh, right! They were hatched a little while ago. Are they
old enough to start swimming yet?

Daffodil: Yes, but they don’t know how yet! That’s what I get to help
with! Aunt Bonnie said that since I’m becoming such a
good swimmer, I could help teach the babies how to swim.
Isn’t that great?

Leader: Oh, yes! I’m sure you will do a great job. The baby ducks
must be happy to have a cool cousin like you to teach them
how to swim.  

Daffodil: They do like me. I learned how to swim just last year. At
first, I was scared to leave the nest. It was so safe and
warm in the nest. But my big brother and sister told me
about all the wonderful things in the pond and how much
fun it is to swim and flap their wings. So then I was braver.  

Leader: Your family has always helped you, haven’t they? 

Daffodil: Yep. And now I get to help my little cousins. I think I’m
going to tell them about the wonderful things in the pond
like my brother and sister told me.   

Leader: Great idea! 
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